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ROMANCEGENRELOL

Plot revolves around the romantic relationship

Happy ending is a musg no ambiguity

Authors draw readers in and allow them to participate
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Subgenres will incorporate many styles and settings,

but everything is secondary to the love story
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SUBSET®FTHEGENRE

Contemporary Single Title Romance / Contemporary
Series Romanceset after 1945

Seriesz released at regular intervals, usually monthly,
numbered sequentially (e.g. Harlequin, Silhouette)

Single titlez released individually, can be trade, mass market
or hardcover
Historicalz romance set in any time period prior to 1945,
In any location

Regencyz majority of the story is set in the early 1800s
England

Novels with Strong Romantic Elementsromance plays
a significant part of the story, but other themes take the
plot beyond the traditional romance
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SUBSETEONTD.

Paranormalz otherworldly elements (fantasy, time
travel, vampires, etc.) are an integral part of the
plot

Inspirationalz religious or spiritual themes are a
major part of the romantic relationship

Romantic Suspensg suspense, thriller, or
mystery elements are integral part of the plot

Erotic Romance sexuality is integral to the
relationship and plot

Eroticaz sex is the story!!
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ROMANCE FICTION STATS

From the Romance Writers of America site:
$1.375 billion in sales in 2007
54.9% of all popular magsarket fiction sold
39.3% of all fiction sold!
8,090 titles released in 2007
1 in 5 okll readers read a romance
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WHO READSROMANCP

From RWA:
/8% are female
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41% are between the ages of 25 to 44
0 OAl EOEAOOS6 7AAEI U OADPI OOAA EI
Xers (ages 2910) who buy books, romance is the top

fiction category, in contrast to all other age groups ,
where mystery and detective stories are at the top.

53% buy their books from a mass merchandiser or a
mall bookstore

36% bought their books new, but5%hecked their
book out from a library!
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ROMANCE READERS ADVISORY

Romance readers are generally very prolific, so it helps
to try being familiar with different romance authors
and subgenres

Determine the level of sensuality the reader wants
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Readers do tend to prefer reading a particular type of
romance, but author reada-likes might help them to

branch out
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WHY DO WE READ ROMANCE?

Hardwired for Love
Happily Ever After (HEA): The Emotional Payoff
The Appeal of the Alpha Male

Heroines Who Win!
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HARDWIRED FOR LOVE

Natural, genetic and biochemical components to the
feelings of love

Neuroblologlst Larry Young Nature, January 2009)
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certain mental states associated with love to a
biochemical chain of events...Drugs that manipulate
brain systems at whim to enhance or diminish our love
Al O AT T OEAO T AU 110 AA EAO |/
Romance novels are all about lovga central love
story about two individuals falling in love and trying to
make that relationship work, and readers experience
the emotions vicariously.
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LISAKLEYPAS

SMOOTH TALKING
STRANGER
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HAPPILY EVER AFTER :
THE EMOTIONAL PAYOFF

Romance offers an optimistic world view.
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for each other and their relationship are rewarded
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Sondra Cubarz readers relate to (romance) books
because it nourishes them emotionally.
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THEAPPEALOFTHEALPHAMALE

NEWAYORK TIMES 3
BESISELLINGAUTHOR 8
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. o Romance readers generally love the
AOAEAOUPA T £ @£EA OA

strong, dominant, powerful male who
happens to also happens to be rich,
good-looking and tall!

| o (AOT AG AAT AA 060i ¢cO

but are fundamentally good, decent and
honourable men at the core.

o Traditionally tycoons, noblemen, and/or
men in positions of power and
responsibility
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ESCAPE: ROMANCE IN OTHER REALMS

Researchers like Storey observed that popular works such as
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Romances fuel the imagination by transporting the reader to

exciting locales, exotic settings and even richly imagined

worlds.

There are great romance authors masquerading as Science

Fiction writers and some of them are winning major awards.

Both the hero and the heroine are strong characters and they

feature intelligent and well written stories.
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winning series about Miles Vorkosigan.
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LINNEA SINCLAIR & COVER ART

L|nnea S|nC|a|r T; LILYLLLE _. B E;Lum;r;{iﬁmﬁcmn 15 BRI m:._

Romances are .;_-_'- ‘. 3 GAMCS OF
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reflect current
trends:
Rightz original
release that will
appeal to both male |

and female SF
readers

Left z new cover
intended to attract
female and romance
readers
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HEROINES WHO WIN

Typically, we have a strong
heroine battling forces of evil Dail Tk~
For example, an urban fantasy is Back i

a novel set in our world but
where something strange and
otherworldly is lurking beneath
the surface, like vampires,
werewolves or other creatures.

Can be dark, light or funny.
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fascination with romance, and one of his points is that
romance is so far removed from the reality of
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term fantasy!
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to draw readers In.
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